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MIT Libraries Basics 
 
 
 When you search libraries.mit.edu, you can expect: 
 

• The Books & media tab is where you can search the classic Barton catalog, a key tool to identify 
books, print journals and magazines, CDs, DVDs, and other material owned by MIT Libraries.  

• From Books & media tab, you can also search MIT’s WorldCat to request books from other 
institutions. MIT’s WorldCat is 

• a “union	  catalog,”	  a	  database	  of	  millions	  of	  library	  records	  from	  thousands	  of	  
libraries 

• the	  closest	  thing	  to	  a	  search	  of	  all	  existing	  library	  materials	  (e.g.,	  all	  print	  books,	  all	  
print	  newspaper	  titles)	  anywhere	  

• a	  key	  tool	  to	  find	  material	  held	  outside	  MIT	  
	  

• The E-journals & databases tab links to many e-resources: search by title for e-journals and 
databases provided by the MIT Libraries. Do not search for individual articles here. For	  
example,	  search	  for	  New	  York	  Times,	  Journal	  of	  American	  History,	  JSTOR,	  or	  Web	  of	  Science,	  
open	  it,	  and	  then	  search	  for	  the	  article	  you	  are	  looking	  for.	   
 

• BartonPlus - brings together many library collections in one search interface -- it searches the 
classic Barton Catalog, as well as most MIT-licensed e-resources like e-books and full-text 
articles. You can search all of BartonPlus or limit your search to articles and e-resources only. 

 
BartonPlus is new! It offers many benefits and features that you won’t find in the classic Barton catalog. 

• Searches millions of records at once across e-resources and the Libraries physical collections, 
e.g., databases, full text articles, books, theses, music, DVDs, and more.   

• Offers expanded article searching, with results from many more databases than our previous 
article finder, Vera Multi-Search. 

• Features an updated user interface with book cover images, multiple options for limiting search 
results, relevancy ranking, “did you mean” suggestions for misspelled search terms, and more. 

Note: Although BartonPlus has extensive coverage of materials available to the MIT community, it does 
NOT cover all library resources.  For an overview of other search options available from the MIT 
Libraries, see our Research Guides and Not sure where to search? 
 
If you want to learn more, check out our About BartonPlus guide.  And, if you have any questions about 
BartonPlus, please submit them to questions or comments about BartonPlus. 
 

• Research Guides list databases by subject and links to other research guides. Use this if you don’t 
know exactly what you need in a specific discipline to what the MIT Libraries suggest. 


